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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To extract coenzyme Q efficiently at a low cost, by extracting the coenzyme Q from 
dried microbial cells with hydrophilic dimethyl sulfoxide which is a hydrophilic solvent alone or in 
a mixture with another solvent in producing the coenzyme Q from the microbial cells. 
CONSTITUTION: Microbial cells are separated from a culture fluid of coenzyme Q by 
centrifugation and dried. Coenzyme Q is then extracted from the dried microbial cells using 
dimethyl sulfoxide alone or in combination with another solvent, e.g. methyl alcohol or isopropyl 
alcohol, as an extracting solvent. After the coenzyme Q ia extracted into the hydrophilic 
solvent, the coenzyme Q is transferred and dissolved in n-hexane, etc., in which the coenzyme 
is readily soluble, separated, dehydrated and concentrated to dryness. The resultant residue is 
purified by column chromatography, etc. and crystallized. 
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